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8 principles for enhancing policy coherence for sustainable development under three key pillars:



1. A Strategic Vision for achieving 2030 Agenda in a coherent manner

Political 

commitment

Long-term 

Vision

Policy 

integration

 Enhance Whole-of-Government Approaches by defining priority areas, action 

plans and performance indicators for PCSD.

 Institutionalize PCSD within government structures so that it outlives electoral 

cycles.

 Build leadership capacity in the public service in support of PCSD.

 Develop a strategic long-term vision that defines sustainable development 

outcomes, scenarios and actions to enhance coherence 

 Use existing tools such as  strategic foresight, scenario development and 

system thinking approaches in policy-making.

 Incorporate PCSD lens into national development plans.

 Make strategic use of policy planning mechanisms and tools, including the 

budget process and public procurement, to manage synergies and trade-offs.

 Integrate 

 Take a whole-of-government approach to development policy and finance to 

diversify resources



2. Effective and inclusive mechanisms to address policy interactions

Policy 

coordination
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 Mandate a high-level coordinating mechanism to play a pro-active role in promoting 

PCSD.

 Establish clear mandates backed by adequate resources and capacities to identify 

and address policy divergences related to SDG implementation.

 Build capacity in public administrations for PCSD,

 Promote PCSD at all levels and work with local and regional governments to apply 

PCSD in their legal frameworks, plans and actions for localising the SDGs.

 Align initiatives at the national, regional and local levels.

 Engage proactively with stakeholders in all phases of the policy cycle.

 Work with stakeholders to raise public awareness and mobilise support on PCSD.



3. Responsive tools to anticipate, assess and address impacts

Policy and 

financial 

impacts

Monitoring, 

reporting and 

evaluation

 Introduce regular assessments to identify and assess positive and negative impacts 

on sustainable development, building on existing tools such as Regulatory or 

Environmental impact Assessments

 Adopt ex-ante and ex-post impact assessment practices that take into account 

transboundary impacts.

 Monitor and report back on policy impacts, and publish regular reports about 

progress on PCSD;

 Identify existing data, indicators and information that can help better capture the 

country’s contribution towards global sustainability;

 Embed a policy coherence dimension in evaluation systems.



An inclusive process

81 participants from 33 different countries 
provided feedback (21 OECD countries)

91% of participants agreed to the 
proposed definition of PCSD

Public Consultation



Addressing the transboundary and long-term impacts of policies, including those likely 

to affect developing countries is a priority for 65% of respondents
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Fostering synergies and maximising benefits across economic, social and environmental policy areas

Reconciling domestic policy objectives with internationally agreed objectives

Addressing the transboundary and longterm impacts of policies, including those likely to affect developing countries

Which element of the PCSD definition would be a priority for your country?
(percentage of respondents) 
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